CHAPTER IX. A NEW OUTLET FOE SILVER.
Europe Is now indissolubly wedded to the gold standard, nor are the siren charms of her bimetallist wooers ever likely to induce her to forsake the path of interest, which Is, at the same time, the path of duty. Asia Is equally attached to the silver standard, nor will an edict Issued from London ever succeed in changing at a stroke the manners and customs of a continent containing fully one-half of the world's inhabitants. The position of the United States Is somewhat more doubtful. Twelve months ago that country was on the verge of being precipitated from a gold to a silver standard, and although the danger has for the time being passed away, former experience of the eccentricities of American legislators would make it unwise to predict that it will never return. What particular Injury would be inflicted upon that country by the adoption of the silver standard It would not be easy to discover. Sentimentally, she might be classed among the poorer nations of the Eastern hemisphere, Instead of among the richer ones of the Western, and that would hurt Yankee pride. Her great capitalists might find their possessions temper-
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